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Resumes of the Speakers 
 

Mohan Kumar 

Dr. Mohan Kumar is the Chairman of Research and Information System 
for Developing Countries (RIS) since June 2018. Ambassador Kumar 
has had an outstanding career in the Indian Foreign Service lasting 36 
years which culminated in his being India's Ambassador to France 
based in Paris. Under his watch, the Indo- French strategic partnership 
was strengthened and consolidated further in spheres such as defense, 
space, nuclear & solar energy, smart cities and investment. Earlier, 
Mohan Kumar was India's Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain 
where he witnessed and dealt with a strategically complex region 
characterized by events such as the "Arab Spring".  He was India's lead 
negotiator first at the GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) 
and then at the WTO (World Trade Organization) in crucial areas such 
as Intellectual Property Rights, Services, Dispute Settlement, Rules and 
Technical Barriers to Trade. He was a leading member of India's 
delegation at the WTO Ministerial Conferences held in Marrakesh 
(1994), Seattle (1999) and Doha (2001).  Ambassador Kumar also has 
strategic understanding of India's ties with some of her key neighbours 
such as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Maldives. Ambassador 
Kumar’s specialization thus includes diplomatic practice & foreign 
policy, strategic partnerships between countries, multilateral 
negotiations especially trade negotiations, climate change and 
globalization. Ambassador Kumar holds a Master's in Business 
Administration (MBA) from the Faculty of Management Studies, 
University of Delhi and a Doctorate (Ph.D.) from Sciences Po 
University, Paris. Ambassador Kumar also teaches at the Jindal School 
of International Affairs and is Vice-Dean and Professor of Diplomatic 
Practice. 

  



Dato’ Ramesh Kodammal 
 

Dato’ Ramesh Kodammal is the Chairman of Goldtex Group of 
Companies, a company which he founded since 1973 specialising in 
import & export of garments and textiles, as well as manufacturing of 
home furnishings. Dato’ Ramesh is the Chairman of ASEAN-India 
Business Council Malaysian Chapter and the Co- Chairman of ASEAN-
India Business Council (AIBC). He is currently a Council Member for 
the Malaysia Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (MAICCI) 
from 2013 till today. He is also the Member of the Malaysia National 
Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation (MANCPEC). Dato’ 
Ramesh actively promotes the interests of the business community 
between ASEAN-India and he has been actively involved in the visits 
by Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi to Malaysia as part of this 
initiative. He has actively participated in various international forums 
and seminars representing Malaysia as a moderator and speaker. 

Among the posts which Dato’ Ramesh has held previously include the 
Deputy President of Kuala Lumpur Selangor Indian Chambers Of 
Commerce (KLSCCI), Vice President Of Malaysia Associate Indian 
Chambers & Industries and Treasurer of National Chambers of 
Commerce and Industries Of Malaysia (NCCIM). He currently till 
holds various positions in other non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs).	
 

  



Arpita Mukherjee 
 
Dr. Arpita Mukherjee is a Professor at ICRIER. She has over 20 years 
of experience in policy-oriented research, working closely with the 
government in India and policymakers in the European Commission 
and its member states, United States (US), Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and in East Asian countries. She has 
conducted studies for international organizations such as Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), ADBI, ASEAN Secretariat, International  
Labour Organisation, Department for International Development 
(DFID) and Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) of UK 

government, Italian Trade Commission, Konrad-Adenauer Stiftung 
(KAS), Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre, United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), World Bank and 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). She has worked with Indian 
industry associations such as National Association of Software and 
Services Companies (NASSCOM), Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), Indian Beverage Association (IBA), 
Indian Direct Selling Association (IDSA) and Express Industry Council 
of India (EICI); non-government organisations such as such as 
European Business and Technology Centre (EBTC) and foundations 
such as Amway Opportunity Foundation.  
 
Her research areas include trade and investment; special economic 
zones; economic corridors; food supply chain; start-ups and 
entrepreneurs; retail, ICT, food processing and other sector studies; 
labour mobility; bilateral and regional trade agreements. She specializes 
in sector and product-specific market trends, go-to market strategy, and 
government policies.  
 

  



Amita Batra 
 

Dr. Amita Batra is a Professor, South Asian Studies. She has worked 
as Senior Fellow at the ICRIER, New Delhi for five years and before 
that as Reader, Economics, Hindu College, University of Delhi. Dr. 
Batra has also worked as Consultant for the World Bank, New Delhi 
and as Visiting Professor, Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmadabad. She has to her credit several national and international 
publications in refereed and other journals. She has over 25 years of 
experience in University teaching and applied/ policy oriented 
research in the area of International trade, trade policy, regional 
economic integration (with a special focus on Asia: South Asia, 
ASEAN, South-Southeast/ East Asia), preferential trade agreements, 
India and China comparative advantage analysis in trade, regional 
value chains and economic integration, political economy of South 
Asia, capital market integration with extensive use of applied time 
series and financial econometrics. She has published, presented and 
lectured extensively on the subject in national and international 
journals and conferences/ panels and seminars. Recent Book: Regional 
Economic Integration in South Asia: trapped in Conflict?, London: 
Routledge, 2013.. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Chayodom Sabhasri 
 
Dr. Chayodom Sabhasri served as the Director for Chulalongkorn 
Economics Research Centre during 2000-8 and the Director of 
Interdisciplinary Department of European Studies from 2006 to 2012. 
He was the Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn 
University, from 2012 to 2016. In the past, he was also an academic 
advisor to several financial institutions. In addition to his teaching and 
research career, he is now serving in the advisory team for Assistant 
Minister of Education, the Performance Agreement Committee (PAC), 
Ministry of Finance, to access all State-Owned Enterprises, and the 
Chulalongkorn University Council. 
 
In the past 20 years, he has published over 70 books, projects, and 
academic papers. Those researches concentrate on economic integration 
as well as the Asian Economic Crisis. An important work on the 
economic integration, as being selected as a member of the joint 
ASEAN and China research team, was to support the ASEAN 
Secretariat for the report on “Forging Closer ASEAN-China Economic 
Relationship in 21st Century” as a foundation for the ASEAN and 
China Free Trade Area (ACFTA). The Department of Trade 
Negotiation, Ministry of Commerce, also assigned him to study and 
monitor the impacts of the ACFTA on trade and investment. 
Additionally, he involved in other several Thailand’s FTA agreements 
such as Australia and Japan. His related works to international trade and 
investment include the Cross-border Trade and Trade Facilitation 
between Thailand and other GMS countries, the ASEAN Mutual 
Recognition Agreement for the Agricultural Sector, the Impacts of AEC 
on the Thai Steel Industry, the Strategic Plan for the Mekong-Ganga 
Economic Cooperation, the Assessment of Remedies Measures on 
Thailand FTAs, the Improvement of the JTEPA Utilization Rate, and 
the AEC and its Impacts on the International Production Networks. The 
most recent work is on regional value chains, and international trade 
and investment policies to narrow development gaps and promote 
sustainable development among CLMV after the establishment of the 
AEC in 2015. 
 

 
 
 

  



Siddhartha Roy 
 
Dr Siddhartha Roy is CEO, SR Associates, Mumbai. He was former 
Chief Economist, Tata Sons. Dr Roy has more than three decades of 
experience in providing economic policy related strategic advice to 
some of the most respected Boards of corporate India. He has long 
experience in directing competitive strategy development and 
implementation of a pricing framework. Another major area of focus 
has been global value chain. For a relatively open economy this requires 
a thorough understanding of WTO, RTA, FTA, CECA issues for better 
supply chain arrangements and acquisition opportunities. He has been a 
member of the expert committees of the government, RBI and several 
Chambers of Commerce.  

 
  



Johnny Chotrani 
 
Mr Johnny Chotrani is Chairman, Philippines–India Business 
Council (PIBC) and also Country Chair of ASEAN-India 
Business Council (AIBC). He is the Chief Operating Officer of 
Weststar Group, Manila. He was also the former President of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Kolkata for the period 2000 
to 2002.  

 
 

  



Indronil Sengupta 
 
Mr Indronil Sengupta is Co-Founder and CEO at Invesify Company 
Limited, Hanoi. He is also the Chairman of the Board, India Business 
Chamber Vietnam. Earlier, he was Independent Director, VPBank 
Securities. Mr Sengupta served as the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Vietnam Tata Sons’ and over two decades with Tata Steel. He was 
also the Tata Sons’ Chief Executive Office in charge of South East 
Asia and former Chief of Tata Sons’ Bangladesh Project.  
 

 
  



Prabir De 
 
Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, and also Coordinator of the 
ASEAN-India Centre (AIC), RIS. Dr De works in the field of 
international economics and has research interests in international trade 
and development. He was a Visiting Fellow of the Institute of 
Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan; Asian Development Bank 
Institute (ADBI), Tokyo; and Visiting Senior Fellow of United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP), Bangkok. He has been conducting policy research for the 
Government of India and several national and international 
organisations. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from the Jadavpur 
University, Kolkata. He has contributed several research papers in 
international journals and written books on trade and development. His 
recent book includes Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding 
Neighbourhood (Knowledge World, 2020). He is also the Founder-
Editor of the Journal of Asian Economic Integration, published by 
Sage.  
 

 
  



Sabyasachi Dutta 
 
Sabyasachi Dutta is the Founder-Director of the ‘Asian Confluence’, 
India East Asia, Center. Born in Shillong, a social entrepreneur, 
educationist, artist and a student of Indian history and international 
relations, Sabyasachi has had a successful career spanning 12 years in 
the Silicon Valley, California USA in cutting edge technology, 
innovation and entrepreneurships in large corporations such as SONY 
Corp. as well as several successful startups, and holding several patents. 
He left that to start several social innovation projects in India. He 
pioneered a unique leadership program for rural youth of India; a 
unique model of youth led rural development which was lauded by the 
World Bank; set up a chain of eighty primary schools using the model 
of community participation propelled by youth leadership and 
introduced several innovations in the education. In his current avatar, 
Sabyasachi continues to facilitate cultural programs, exchange 
programs, talks, discussions and symposia with scholars and leaders of 
culture and thought, from India and abroad. He holds a Masters Degree 
in Electrical Engineering with special paper in Media and 
Communication from Arizona State University, USA. 
 

  



Durairaj Kumarasamy 
 
Dr. Durairaj Kumarasamy is Consultant at ASEAN India Centre (AIC), 
Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) since 
March 2015. He obtained his Ph.D. in Economics from Department of 
Economics, Pondicherry University (Central University), Puducherry. 
His academic qualifications include M.S. in Applied Econometrics and 
M.Phil. in Economics. He was “Think Tank Initiative Fellow” at 
Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi.  He also worked as 
Consultant at Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi. His research 
broadly covers topics in International Trade, Foreign Direct Investment 
and Applied Econometrics. He published his research in referred 
international and national journals, working papers, edited volumes and 
research reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


